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UPSET PLAY OF THE WEEK
*this is a Best Bet

H Illinois 28 Nebraska 27
HIGH SCORING POW

No Selection this week

Phil Steele’s Phil Steele’s 
SPECIAL PLAYS OF THE WEEKSPECIAL PLAYS OF THE WEEK
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Saturday, August 28th
299 NEBRASKA 

1:00 p.m.
300 H ILLINOIS
301 HAWAII 

3:30 p.m.
302 UCLA
303 UTEP 

9:30 p.m.
304 NEW MEXICO ST
305 CONNECTICUT 

2:00 p.m.
306 FRESNO ST

SOUTHERN UTAH 
10:00 p.m.
SAN JOSE ST
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
6:00 p.m.
INDIANA ST
ALCORN ST 
7:00 p.m.
NC CENTRAL



TM FOE DATE SCORE W/L OFF DEF ST OFF DEF ST TM FOE DATE SCORE W/L OFF DEF ST OFF DEF ST

0-0 0-0 130 124 8/28 65 54 99 66 94 49 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 124 130 8/28 66 94 49 65 54 99
86 9/4 0-0 0-0 124 9/4 70 59 34

0-0 0-0 115 9/11 116 104 112 0-0 0-0 129 9/11 95 79 119
0-0 0-0 149 9/18 1 3 22 #27 #34 0-0 0-0 121 9/18 61 77 89
0-0 0-0 124 9/25 78 90 116 #104 #116 0-0 0-0 127 9/25 48 71 101
0-0 0-0 132 10/2 89 53 74 #66 #98 0-0 0-0 108 10/2 121 113 103
0-0 0-0 132 10/9 41 50 40 #101 #111 0-0 0-0 142 10/9 23 16 83
0-0 0-0 134 10/16 27 98 61 #49 #44 10/16

10/23 #69 #118 0-0 0-0 142 10/23 18 12 9
0-0 0-0 127 10/30 48 71 101 #44 #67 0-0 0-0 128 10/30 99 49 5
0-0 0-0 145 11/6 4 15 50 #50 #115 0-0 0-0 134 11/6 27 98 61

11/13 #63 #97 11/13
0-0 0-0 142 11/20 23 16 83 #92 #65 0-0 0-0 143 11/20 64 22 4
0-0 0-0 143 11/26 64 22 4 #58 #117 0-0 0-0 132 11/27 89 53 74

-11 +6

Comp Yds Comp Yds Comp Yds Comp Yds

Yds FD TO's FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks Yds FD TO's FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks

† Illinois † Nebraska
    Fordham     UTSA
    Buffalo at Virginia
at Oklahoma     Maryland
at Michigan St at Purdue
    Northwestern     Charlotte
    Michigan     Wisconsin
at Minnesota     Bye
    Bye at Penn St
    Purdue     Rutgers
    Ohio St at Minnesota
    Bye     Bye
at Wisconsin at Iowa
    Iowa     Northwestern

    Average 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%     Average 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
    Conference 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%     Conference 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
    Away 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0       0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%     Home 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

Category

2020 Rank Line Score FD Rush TO's vs.

Nebraska - -16.5 23 25 44-215

Illinois - 60 41 25 52-285 5

2019 Rank Line Score FD Rush TO's vs.

Nebraska - -13 42 32 64-346

Illinois - 62.5 38 14 38-221 3

2018 Rank Line Score FD Rush TO's vs.

Nebraska - -17.5 54 22 34-316

Illinois - 70 35 25 49-383 -3

2017 Rank Line Score FD Rush TO's vs.

Nebraska - -5.5 28 23 38-165

Illinois - 47 6 15 37-93 0

2016 Rank Line Score FD Rush TO's

Nebraska 15 -20.5 31 23 49-203

Illinois - 53 16 12 21-124 2

Score

at Penn St
    Rutgers
at Minnesota
    Bye

17-24-246

10-16-106

Comp-Att-Yds 

Position by Position Edges

Illinois QB/WR

0.38

Nebraska RB's

11-25-126

Comp-Att-Yds 

Nebraska By 7.6

Nebraska 434-383

Game Grade

Computer Yards

Illinois RB's

1.54

Offense Defense

Last Five Years Meetings (Last 22 years at PhilSteele.com)

Net

Upset POW: H Illinois 28 (+) Nebraska 27

Nebraska 31-29

By 0.41 Points

Nebraska

Computer Points
POSITIONAL EDGE AWARDED TO:

+/- Ratings

Las Vegas Line

Las Vegas Total

16-23-220

14-23-146

Illinois Fighting Illini
Fighting Illini LogsCornhuskers Logs

OVERALL: OVERALL:

FOE 
REC

--PS RANK--
TM +/-

0-0
vs. BIG 10

TEAM
FOE +/-

AP

FOE

FOE

Nebraska Cornhuskers

Illinois by 1

0.10

0.40

Nebraska LB'S

Nebraska By 7

55 Points

Nebraska By 3.8

at Michigan St
    Northwestern
    Michigan
at Minnesota

† Illinois
    Fordham
    Buffalo
at Oklahoma

0-0
vs. BIG 10
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Total TO's

Score Def
Sks By

Sks Allowed

Total Def

24-34-290

198 yards

Comp-Att-Yds 

9-24-78

NCAA RANKINGS
2020 TEAM RANKINGS 

Nebraska

Rush Off

Illinois

Pass Off

22-34-328

Comp-Att-Yds 

18-30-177

18-25-205

Comp-Att-Yds 

at Wisconsin
    Iowa
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20

Nebraska

Illinois

2.21

15

Experience Rankings

Nebraska 207 yards

Nebraska Illinois

Illinois LB's

--PS RANK--
TM REC

FOE

FOE
TM +/- FOE +/-

AP TEAMTM 
CONF

FOE 
CONF

Pass Def

Score

Projected Yardage Total

Projected Passing
236 yards

Team & Margin

177 yards

Nebraska DB's

Illinois

0-00-0

at Purdue
    Charlotte
    Wisconsin
    Bye

† Nebraska
    UTSA
at Virginia
    Maryland

at Iowa
    Northwestern

Nebraska Pts

Illinois Pts

Phil's Forecast:

Nebraska

Last year, Illinois got their first win at Nebraska since Red Grange led a win in 1924. Nebraska had 5 TO’s 
including fumble on first play. Illinois led 28-10 H (290-203 yd) their most conf pts in 1H in 10 years. Illinois 
led 41-17 with Nebraska going 54/7 for TD with 2:11 left. The last time here (‘19) when NU won their 900th 
game (just the 6th program to do so) outgaining UI 690-299 and out-FD them 32-14 in a 42-38 road win (-
13). This is Scott Frosts best team yet with 17 returning starters including QB Adrian Martinez. They did win 
and cover at Rutgers last year but are 2-3 as an AF under Frost. The Huskers only have Fordham on deck. 
Illinois has a new sheriff in town and Bret Bielema returns the Big Ten after a successful run at Wisconsin. He 
inherits a top notch OLine and 18 returning starters overall. Illinois has 22 Super Seniors and 40 seniors overall 
and the roster had been fortified with some key transfers as well. The Illini O-line is a veteran group with all 5 
being NFL prospects. QB Martinez has a 14-12 ratio since ’19 and Illini QB Peters has a 21-8 ratio. Nebraska is 
6-11 ATS vs conference foes the last 2 years. I rate this game a true tossup and home edges will be amplified 
this year so I like the home dog and will call this my first Upset of the Week in 2021. 

0.75

Nebraska OL
0.30

OffenseNet Defense

1.10

0.16

0.10

Illinois DL
Nebraska DL

Nebraska ST's

Illinois ST's

Illinois OL

Nebraska QB/WR

Illinois DB's

Phil Steele

2.63

Nebraska K

Illinois K

Nebraska Coaches

Illinois Coaches

Projected Rushing

Projected Box Score

Illinois

Nebraska Illinois 383 yards

Nebraska 29 points

Team Schedule Strength
Nebraska Illinois

Illinois

22

75

31 points

434 yards

Projected Final Score

TM REC FOE 
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TM 
CONF

FOE 
CONF

    Bye
    Purdue
    Ohio St
    Bye



TM FOE DATE SCORE W/L OFF DEF ST OFF DEF ST TM FOE DATE SCORE W/L OFF DEF ST OFF DEF ST

0-0 0-0 122 131 8/28 90 57 86 28 32 82 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 131 122 8/28 28 32 82 90 57 86
0 9/4 0-0 0-0 144 9/4 16 10 16

0-0 0-0 124 9/11 71 83 69 9/11
0-0 0-0 124 9/18 92 58 64 #76 #11 0-0 0-0 121 9/18 33 85 126
0-0 0-0 94 9/25 115 130 56 #61 #67 0-0 0-0 131 9/25 58 67 37
0-0 0-0 121 10/2 33 85 126 #76 #20 0-0 0-0 134 10/2 13 24 23

10/9 #84 #19 0-0 0-0 116 10/9 103 106 102
0-0 0-0 126 10/16 25 62 14 #105 #25 0-0 0-0 133 10/16 19 27 57
0-0 0-0 94 10/23 115 130 56 #106 #29 0-0 0-0 135 10/23 11 14 78
0-0 0-0 110 10/30 101 100 24 #20 #115 0-0 0-0 135 10/30 21 9 38
0-0 0-0 121 11/6 85 41 17 #68 #69 11/6
0-0 0-0 105 11/13 119 122 121 #53 #73 0-0 0-0 122 11/13 55 47 95
0-0 0-0 120 11/20 118 76 92 #65 #40 0-0 0-0 134 11/20 12 18 12
0-0 0-0 125 11/27 83 46 63 #76 #41 0-0 0-0 129 11/27 81 56 107

+5 -2

Comp Yds Comp Yds Comp Yds Comp Yds

Yds FD TO's FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks Yds FD TO's FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks

at UCLA     Hawaii
    Portland St     LSU
at Oregon St     Bye
    San Jose St     Fresno St
at New Mexico St at Stanford
    Fresno St     Arizona St
    Bye at Arizona
at Nevada at Washington
    New Mexico St     Oregon
at Utah St at Utah 
    San Diego St     Bye
at UNLV     Colorado
    Colorado St at USC
at Wyoming     California

    Average 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%     Average 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
    Conference 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%     Conference 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
    Away 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%     Home 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

Category

2017 Rank Line Score FD Rush TO's vs.

Hawaii - 64 23 25 42-281

UCLA - -24 56 25 26-132 1

vs.

vs.

vs.

Comp-Att-Yds 

24-39-234

24-29-373

OVERALL:

0-0 0-0Hawaii Rainbow Warriors OVERALL:

0.03

1.10

Las Vegas Total

Hawaii LB'S

UCLA QB/WR
0.05

Hawaii DB's

Ucla 38-24

Hawaii 30 (+) UCLA 37 By 3.35 Points

UCLA

The Bruins have had 3 losing seasons under Chip Kelly and are just 10-21 but this is by far his best team with 
10 returning starters on offense and 10 on defense, led by QB Dorian Thompson-Robinson. Kelly is just 6-11 
SU at home and 2-6 ATS as a HF losing 5 of those outright. UCLA does have a big game vs LSU on deck. Hawaii 
has faced UCLA 3 times. Last meeting was back in 2017 when UH traveled to the Rose Bowl & lost 56-23. UH 
is 3-8 ATS since ’14 in road non-conf games. Kelly is 0-6 SU (1-5 ATS) in non conf games including 0-5 SU and 
ATS vs G5 foes. Hawaii has 18 returning starters and Todd Graham now has had an offseason with his team 
after being a first-year head coach last year with no spring and he will have them believing they can win. While 
all the talk will be about dual threat UCLA QB DTR, Hawaii has their own dual threat QB in Chevan Corderio who 
will have something to prove here. Two years ago Hawaii beat both Arizona and Oregon St and Hawaii only has 
Portland St on deck. UCLA is the stronger team and at home but he angles say Hawaii, the situation (LSU on 
deck) says Hawaii and the line is too big and not reflective of the talent difference which is closer. I will call for 
UCLA by a TD and like the live dog here as Hawaii is +18.

Phil's Forecast:

68.5 Points

+/- Ratings

0.20

Ucla By 12.0

Game Grade
Ucla By 17.2

UCLA Pts

Hawaii 38 points

POSITIONAL EDGE AWARDED TO:

Projected Final Score
0.6124 points UCLA

Experience Rankings

84 Hawaii UCLA 35

9 Hawaii 23UCLA
Computer Points

Computer Yards
Hawaii Pts

3.97

Hawaii UCLA 236 yards

UCLA 261 yards

Hawaii K

UCLA K

Hawaii Coaches

UCLA

Projected Rushing

497 yards

Projected Passing
210 yards

UCLA Coaches

0.55

319 yards Hawaii

Projected Yardage Total

Defense

Score Score

Position by Position Edges

TEAM --PS RANK--
TM REC FOE 

REC

    Fresno St Total Off     Arizona St
    Bye Score Off at Arizona

    San Jose St Rush Off     Fresno St
at New Mexico St Pass Off at Stanford

at UCLA 2020 TEAM RANKINGS     Hawaii
    Portland St

Hawaii UCLA

FOE +/-
AP

FOE FOE

TEAM

UCLA Bruins
Rainbow Warriors Logs vs. MTW vs. PAC 12 Bruins Logs

FOE 
CONF TM +/- FOE +/-

AP FOETM 
CONF

TM 
CONF

--PS RANK--FOE 
CONF TM +/- FOE 

REC
0-0 0-0FOE

TM REC
NCAA RANKINGS

Hawaii QB/WR

1.58

UCLA LB's

UCLA DL

UCLA RB's
0.19

    LSU
at Oregon St     Bye

at UNLV Score Def     Colorado
    Colorado St Sks By at USC

at Utah St Pass Def at Utah 
    San Diego St Total Def     Bye

at Nevada Sks Allowed at Washington
    New Mexico St Rush Def     Oregon

Hawaii OL

Hawaii DL

UCLA OL

Net Defense
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Hawaii UCLA

Offense

    California
Total TO's

Ucla 497-319

Net

Last Five Years Meetings (Last 22 years at PhilSteele.com)
Projected Box Score

0.37
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UCLA ST's
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Ucla by 7

Team & Margin

Team Schedule Strength

Offense

Las Vegas Line
Ucla By 18

0.51

Hawaii RB's
UCLA DB's



TM FOE DATE SCORE W/L OFF DEF ST OFF DEF ST TM FOE DATE SCORE W/L OFF DEF ST OFF DEF ST

0-0 0-0 105 94 8/28 97 115 41 115 130 56 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 94 105 8/28 115 130 56 97 115 41
9/4 0-0 0-0 121 9/4 85 41 17

0-0 0-0 126 9/11 44 52 10 0-0 0-0 116 9/11 94 120 122
9/18 #89 #42 9/18

0-0 0-0 116 9/25 94 120 122 #83 #82 0-0 0-0 122 9/25 90 57 86
0-0 0-0 101 10/2 125 124 93 #101 #61 0-0 0-0 124 10/2 92 58 64
0-0 0-0 116 10/9 102 80 46 #103 #81 0-0 0-0 126 10/9 25 62 14
0-0 0-0 110 10/16 110 87 98 #25 #4 10/16

10/23 #38 #90 0-0 0-0 122 10/23 90 57 86
0-0 0-0 116 10/30 91 44 108 #74 #125 10/30
0-0 0-0 124 11/6 70 59 34 #46 #124 0-0 0-0 110 11/6 101 100 24
0-0 0-0 105 11/13 68 117 27 #76 #105 0-0 0-0 158 11/13 8 1 1
0-0 0-0 117 11/20 123 105 81 #92 #127 0-0 0-0 125 11/20 67 42 52
0-0 0-0 122 11/27 74 29 47 #83 #109 0-0 0-0 95 11/27 128 129 84

-7 -2

Comp Yds Comp Yds Comp Yds Comp Yds

Yds FD TO's FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks Yds FD TO's FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks

at New Mexico St     UTEP
    Bethune-Cookman at San Diego St
at Boise St at New Mexico
    Bye     South Carolina St
    New Mexico     Hawaii
    Old Dominion at San Jose St
at Southern Miss at Nevada
    Louisiana Tech     Bye
    Bye at Hawaii
at Florida Atlantic     Bye
    UTSA     Utah St
at North Texas at Alabama
    Rice at Kentucky
at UAB     UMass

    Average 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%     Average 22-41 -118.8 -4.6 -1.3 19 32-144 4.5 62.3% 218 7.0% 24 43-259 6.1 60.8% 221 4.1%
    Conference 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%     Conference 20-44 -184.3 -6.8 -1.0 17 30-127 4.3 62.0% 206 7.3% 24 45-288 6.5 65.9% 229 2.0%
    Away 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%     Home 25-29 27.2 -1.2 -1.4 21 30-164 5.4 63.3% 254 6.9% 22 38-184 4.9 56.3% 207 8.0%

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

Category

2019 Rank Line Score FD Rush TO's vs.

UTEP - 55.5 35 27 40-199

New Mexico St - -7.5 44 17 25-259 2

2018 Rank Line Score FD Rush TO's vs.

UTEP - 49.5 20 24 64-235

New Mexico St - -4.5 27 15 34-155 2

2017 Rank Line Score FD Rush TO's vs.

UTEP - 60.5 14 15 36-135

New Mexico St - -19.5 41 21 29-179 3

2016 Rank Line Score FD Rush TO's vs.

UTEP - -9.5 38 28 49-289

New Mexico St - 60.5 22 19 30-139 1

Comp-Att-Yds 

10-34-92

26-43-283

Comp-Att-Yds 

Utep By 10
Las Vegas Line

Las Vegas Total
59 Points

2.32

Utep 38-33

New Mexico St Coaches

Phil's Forecast:

0.30

UTEP ST's Team & Margin

New Mexico St ST's

UTEP DB's
0.67

New Mexico St QB/WR

New Mexico St is 0-6 SU & 1-5 ATS season openers (last win vs Cal Poly in ‘14). The Aggies trail the all-time 
series 38-57-2 vs the Miners but are 3-0 SU & ATS in this rivalry since 2018. Last year was first break in the I-
10 rivalry since 2001 and they played every year from 1946-2000. Last time here in ‘19 UTEP was on 12 
game FBS losing streak, finished with a 557-441 yd edge led 22-21 4Q, but lost 44-35.  Last year NMSt did not 
play in the fall then played just 2 FCS teams in the spring and used those games as exhibitions playing a lot of 
players but instead of the normal 15 spring practices they got in 35 practices and two games. Look for QB 
Jonah Johnson and RB OMaury Samuels (PS#28) to emerge as big time players this year and LT Sage Doxater 
is a future NFL DC. Martin is 11-15-2 ATS as a home dog but 6-5 as a HF. UTEP showed a lot of improvement 
last year and has a QB with an NFL caliber arm in Gavin Hardison with dangerous skill players around him. The 
defense has a super pass rusher in Praise Amaewhule and shut down CB in Walter Neil. They also add in Ole 
Miss C Eli Johnson (12 sts). UTEP has not been a road favorite since 2015 and is O-6 SU and ATS in road 
openers. I feel New Mexico St will have a lot of value early in the year as people overreact to their preseason 
exhibitions vs FCS teams. UTEP has just 2 wins vs FBS teams the last 2 years and now has to handle the role 
of double-digit road favorite when they have just one win by more than 10 points in the last 4 years combined. 

Game Grade

0.60

UTEP Coaches

0.35

New Mexico St K

UTEP K

New Mexico St Aggies0-0 0-0
OVERALL:OVERALL:

Utep by 3
New Mexico St 31 (+) UTEP 34

By 2.36 Points

Utep By 8.4

Utep By 25.3

85

New Mexico St 382 yards

33 points

POSITIONAL EDGE AWARDED TO:

247 yards

130

Team Schedule Strength

Utep 476-382

Computer Points

Computer Yards

+/- Ratings

Phil Steele
127 UTEP New Mexico St

Projected Rushing

0.40

New Mexico St RB's

UTEP LB'S

10-16-194

9-18-156 UTEP New Mexico St
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Last Five Years Meetings (Last 22 years at PhilSteele.com)
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Projected Passing

255 yards

15-28-229
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UTEP QB/WR
1.20

at UAB Ypg Diff

Projected Final Score

476 yards UTEP

UTEP

Score

1.61

New Mexico St LB's

UTEP RB's

at New Mexico St

    Bye

4.68

UTEP Pts

Experience Rankings

New Mexico St

New Mexico St Pts

New Mexico St DL

19-31-182

Comp-Att-Yds 222 yards UTEP

New Mexico St
Position by Position Edges

NCAA RANKINGS FOE

TEAM --PS RANK-- AP
TM +/-

FOE 0-0

Defense
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at San Diego St

FOE +/-FOE 
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TM REC

2020 TEAM RANKINGS     UTEP

    Bye
Rush Def at Hawaii

    Hawaii
at San Jose St
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vs. CUSA vs. IND Aggies Logs

UTEP Miners
Miners Logs

TM REC FOE 
REC

    Louisiana Tech Sks Allowed

    Old Dominion Total Off
at Southern Miss Score Off at Nevada

    Bethune-Cookman
UTEP

    Bye Rush Off

New Mexico St

Pass Off

    UMass

Net OffenseDefense

Total TO's

at North Texas Score Def at Alabama
    Rice Sks By at Kentucky
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TM FOE DATE SCORE W/L OFF DEF ST OFF DEF ST TM FOE DATE SCORE W/L OFF DEF ST OFF DEF ST

0-0 0-0 101 129 9/4 129 127 109 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 121 101 8/28 33 85 126 128 129 84
0-0 0-0 135 9/11 0-0 0-0 135 9/4 11 14 78

9/18 9/11
0-0 0-0 132 9/25 #100 #107 0-0 0-0 131 9/18 28 32 82
0-0 0-0 123 10/2 #75 #5 0-0 0-0 105 9/25 119 122 121

10/9 #104 #16 0-0 0-0 122 10/2 90 57 86
0-0 0-0 129 10/16 #115 #35 10/9
0-0 0-0 112 10/23 #120 #93 0-0 0-0 125 10/16 83 46 63
0-0 0-0 128 10/30 #114 #107 0-0 0-0 126 10/23 25 62 14
0-0 0-0 121 11/6 #80 #45 0-0 0-0 121 10/30 85 41 17
0-0 0-0 137 11/13 #114 #84 0-0 0-0 126 11/6 44 52 10
0-0 0-0 127 11/20 #124 #68 0-0 0-0 116 11/13 94 120 122
0-0 0-0 130 11/26 #59 #30 11/20

#118 #36 0-0 0-0 124 11/27 92 58 64
-8 0

Comp Yds Comp Yds Comp Yds Comp Yds

Yds FD TO's FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks Yds FD TO's FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks FD RA-RY YPC Att Pass Sks

at NC State     Connecticut
    Florida at Oregon
    Florida A&M     Cal Poly 
at BYU at UCLA
at SMU     UNLV
    Bye at Hawaii
    Tulsa     Bye
    Temple at Wyoming
at East Carolina     Nevada
    Houston at San Diego St
    Cincinnati     Boise St
at Tulane     New Mexico
at UCF     Bye

at San Jose St

    Average 19-41 -122.2 -5.0 -0.7 19 36-129 3.6 59.7% 216 8.6% 24 38-224 5.9 63.8% 243 5.5%     Average 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
    Conference 15-45 -177.0 -6.8 -1.1 19 35-115 3.3 58.5% 232 8.8% 25 40-259 6.4 64.1% 265 5.1%     Conference 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
    Away 18-46 -217.2 -9.0 -0.3 17 34-141 4.2 59.8% 174 8.2% 26 40-248 6.3 66.1% 284 2.6%     Home 0-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0-0 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

Category

None vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

Fresno St ST's

Fresno St

FOE

FOE
FOE 

CONF TM +/- FOE +/-
AP TEAM --PS RANK--

Defense

Connecticut QB/WR
1.07

Fresno St DB's

Connecticut

vs. AAC vs. MTW
0-0

OVERALL:

Connecticut Coaches

Fresno St Coaches

454 yards

102 Fresno St by 31

Computer Points

3.41

Connecticut Pts

Fresno St Pts
47 points

Experience Rankings

Projected Final Score
19 points

Fresno St

First Meeting. The Huskies are 0-3 SU & 1-2 ATS vs current MWC teams including a 62-7 loss at #20 Boise St 
in 2018. Since 2017 the Bulldogs are 9-4-1 ATS against non-conference foes. Fresno is 3-1-2 ATS s/'15 in 
home openers. Fresno is a legitimate contender in the tough MW conference with QB Haener, RB Rivers and 
WR’s Cropper and Wheatfall. The defense has 10 starters back. After cancelling last season this will be UConn’s 
1st gm as an Independent since 2003. Coach Edsall feels they progressed more than most teams as they 
conditioned every week getting bigger and stronger and they do have a solid RB in Kevin Mensah. The Huskies 
lost their road games by an average of 46-18 in 2019 the last year they played football and they are 2-9 ATS 
as an AD since 2018. Fresno is 9-4-1 ATS vs non conf foes. 

26 Fresno St 47-19

Team Schedule Strength
Phil Steele

110 Connecticut Fresno St

273 yards

POSITIONAL EDGE AWARDED TO:

Fresno St 48 Connecticut 17By 5.28 Points

Phil's Forecast:

Fresno St By 27.5

62.5 Points
Las Vegas Total

Fresno St By 23.1

Fresno St By 91.6

+/- Ratings

Game Grade

Computer Yards
Fresno St 727-101

37 yards Connecticut
Projected Passing

Projected Rushing
1.75

Connecticut K

Fresno St
Fresno St K

101 yards Connecticut Fresno St 727 yards

64 yards Connecticut
1.00Projected Yardage Total

Fresno St

Connecticut Fresno St 8.69

Connecticut OL
1.20

Fresno St DL

Connecticut RB's
0.89

Fresno St LB's

Team & Margin

Connecticut DL
1.06

Fresno St OL

0.66
Las Vegas Line

1.52

Fresno St RB's
Connecticut DB's

2.94

Fresno St QB/WR
Connecticut ST's

Connecticut LB'S

Score Score

Position by Position Edges

Net

AP

Huskies Logs

TM REC FOE 
REC

TM 
CONF

FOE 
CONF TM +/- TM 

CONFFOE NCAA RANKINGS
0-0 0-0

TM REC FOE 
REC

TEAM --PS RANK-- FOE

at BYU Rush Off at UCLA
at SMU Pass Off     UNLV

Connecticut Huskies
Bulldogs Logs

0-0 Fresno St BulldogsOVERALL:

    Florida
Connecticut Fresno St

at Oregon
    Florida A&M     Cal Poly 

at NC State 2020 TEAM RANKINGS     Connecticut

    Houston Pass Def at San Diego St
    Cincinnati Total Def     Boise St

    Temple Sks Allowed at Wyoming
at East Carolina Rush Def     Nevada

    Bye Total Off at Hawaii
    Tulsa Score Off     Bye

Offense Defense
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Net Offense

Ypg Diff at San Jose St
Total TO's

at Tulane Score Def     New Mexico
at UCF Sks By     Bye

Last Five Years Meetings (Last 22 years at PhilSteele.com)
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Projected Box Score

87 Connecticut Fresno St

FOE +/-



Category

San Jose St by 30
San Jose St 40 Southern Utah 10

San Jose St 44-6

Phil Steele

Computer Points

These two teams have met twice before. First met in 2000 (SJSt win 47-7) and last met in ‘10 with SJSt (-14) 
only winning 16-11. The Thunderbirds had 3 straight winning seasons from 2015-’17 including winning shares 
of the Big Sky Title & making the playoffs in both ‘15 & ‘17. After finishing 9-3 in ‘17 (Most wins ever as an FCS 
team) the shockingly plummeted to 1-10 in 2018 & finished 3-9 in ‘19. In the spring they finished just 1-5 but 
their 5 losses were by a combined 15 pts with 4 being by 3 pts or less & they led Big Sky Champion Weber St 
16-9 in the 4Q but lost 19-16. QB Justin Miller was a first time starter in the spring and threw for 1697 (66%, 
15-4). Despite their records Southern Utah was just -25 ypg in Big Sky play in ’19 and -32 ypg in the spring. 
San Jose is off an incredible season winning the MWC and has 19 returning starters They do have a big game 
vs USC on deck but do take care of business when expected to as they are 11-4 ATS as a HF the last 7 years 
and 8-1 SU and ATS vs FCS teams since 2012. They did lost to UCDavis outright in 2018. Southern Utah is 0-9 
SU vs FBS teams since 2014 and have lost the last 4 ATS losing by an average of 35.8 ppg including a 56-23 
loss to UNLV in 2019. My computer is calling for San Jose to win this comfortably and they are only a 3 TD 
favorite. 

San Jose St 770- (-51)

Phil's Forecast:

Game Grade

Team & Margin

San Jose St By 24.5

56.5 Points
Las Vegas Total

Computer Yards

+/- Ratings
San Jose St By 29.2

Las Vegas Line

San Jose St By 42.6



Category

Eastern Illinois By 48.9

Phil Steele

Indiana St 383-323

Computer Points

Las Vegas Total
50 Points

+/- Ratings
Indiana St By 18.8

Game Grade

Phil's Forecast:

Las Vegas Line
Indiana St By 13.5

Indiana St 35-18

Indiana St by 14
Indiana St 31 Eastern Illinois 17

Heading into the 2018 season, E.Illinois was off a 6-5 season and brought back 13 st’rs but finished 3-8. This 
forced a coaching change & EIU brought in long-time Northwestern assistant coach Adam Cushing. The first-
year HC got back 11 starters in ’19 but the Panthers went just 1-11. Last season the Panthers played 6 games 
in the spring and  finished just 1-5 with their lone win coming against Tennessee Tech 28-20. After two years 
as Pass Coor at Wyoming in ’15-’16, Curt Mallory, son of former Indiana HC Bill Mallory, was named the Indiana 
St  HC in ‘17. After going 0-11 his first season he was named the MVFC Coach of Year after leading them to 7-4 
record in’18. They took a step back in ’19 falling to 5-7 and then after not playing in the fall last year they 
opted to sit out the spring so have not played in two years. Indiana St plays in a much tougher conference 
(Missouri Valley) and did almost upset Kansas in 2019. They are the stronger team but Vegas has this pegged 
correctly as they are favored by 2 TD’s and it will be interesting to watch how a team that sat out last year 
plays in the opener. 

Team & Margin

Computer Yards



Category

Alcorn St by 17

Alcorn St 41 NC Central 24

Alcorn St 41-24

Phil Steele

Phil's Forecast:

Alcorn State has become SWAC royalty under HC Fred “Air” McNair. Alcorn won back-to-back SWAC titles in ’18 
and ’19 and have made three Celebration Bowl appearances in the game’s brief five-year history. They dod lost 
the last two. Years to North Carolina A&T. McNair is a two-time SWAC Coach of the Year (’18,’19). In ’18, 
Alcorn outgained opponents by 183 ypg, outscored them by 12 ppg, and held a +6 TO margin. In ’19, Alcorn 
outgained opponents by 54 ypg, outscored them by 11 ppg, but boasted a +12 TO margin. While Alcorn has 
lost five all-conference performers and three HBCU All-Americans from their SWAC championship squad in ’19, 
they return All-SWAC 1st Team performer, HBCU All-American, and the SWAC Offensive Player of the Year in 
’19, Sr. Felix “Triggerman” Harper. They do lose their top RB and only have 2 starters back on the O-line from 
’19 after sitting out all of last year. They lost 3 of their top 4 DL and #1 tackling LB but return 3 of the top 5 
from the secondary. NC Central experienced a four-year stretch from ’14-’17 where they went 31-15, including 
an impressive 18-4 at home. This stretch was highlighted by a 9-3 campaign in ’16 that saw NC Central go a 
perfect 5-0 at home and capture their first MEAC title since ’73 while finishing #19 in the nation in the FCS 
Coaches Poll. NC Central earned a trip to the Celebration Bowl and is the only active MEAC member to appear in 
the game. NC Central outgained opponents by an average of 87 ypg in ’16. In ’17, however, the number 
shrunk to  just 3 ypg. The TO margin improved from -7 to +3 in ’17, but NC Central went 7-4 and failed to 
repeat as champs. In ’18, NC Central fell to -68 ypg and recorded their first losing season in five years. HC Trei 
Oliver, was brought in to lead his alma mater in ’19. NC Central showed improvement, more than halving the 
difference in ypg (-32) but slipped to 4-8 and had their first losing season at home since ’13 (2-3) while being 
shutout by a combined 78-0 in their final two games. Alcorn St is the stronger team and much more used to 
playing in big games

Nc Central By 5.5

Nc Central By 71.2

Nc Central By 0.0

69 Points

Game Grade

+/- Ratings

Alcorn St 375-344

Computer Points

Computer Yards

Team & Margin

Las Vegas Total

Las Vegas Line


