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By 7.12 Points




Category

Team & Margin

Phil's Forecast:

Las Vegas Line

James Madison By 7.5

Las Vegas Total

45.5 Points

+ /- Ratings

James Madison By 17.0

Game Grade

James Madison By 9.3

Computer Yards

James Madison 369-259

Computer Points

James Madison 34-21

Phil Steele

This will be the lone Friday Night FCS playoff game. Series is tied at 1-1 with JMU winning their
first National Title in 2002, 31-21 over Montana but the Grizzlies winning 35-27 in the semi-
finals in 2008. #6 seed Montana is making their longest trip of the season (2,299 miles) to
Harrisonburg, Virginia to play #3 seed James Madison. Both teams are off wins over foes with top
3 offenses. Montana got revenge for a regular season loss to Eastern Washington. They trailed
EW 21-10 in 2Q but outscored them 47-20 the rest of the way. That was despite being
outgained 608-368 & out FD's 32-13 as they were +2 TO’s including a 55 yd IR td. Montana QB
Cam Humphrey threw for just 160 yds but had a 3-0 ratio The Dukes only led Southeastern 14-
10 after 1Q but led 38-13 at HT & 59-13 into the 4Q. That was despite only finishing with a 4841
439 yd edge & 21-20 FD edge but had a 5-1 TO edge including a 43 yd IR td. JMU QB Cole
Johnson threw for 321 yds with a 5-0 ratio and rushed for 44 yds (11.0) & another td. Both
these teams have solid defenses. Montana is # 8 in scoring defense (15.33 ppg) & #18 in Total
defense (318 ypg). James Madison is #9 in scoring defense (15.83) & #5 in Total defense (268
ypg). JIMU does have a bit of an edge on offense putting up 41 ppg (#4 FCS) & 443 ypg
compared to Montana’s 32 ppg (#28) & 367 ypg. Montana enters the game with a +8 TO
margin but JMU leads the FCS with a +17 Margin. For the season JMU is #2 overall in my game
grades compared to Montana at a still impressive #14 (JMU by 10.2). My computer calls for
James Madison to win 31-21 and with Montana making this long trek across country I will
definitely lean with the Dukes at home.

James Madison by 13

James Madison 34 Montana 21




Category

Team & Margin

Phil's Forecast:

Las Vegas Line

South Dakota St By 7

Las Vegas Total

47.5 Points

+ /- Ratings

Villanova By 0.0

Game Grade

Villanova By 4.7

Computer Yards

Villanova 378-340

Computer Points

South Dakota St 27-26

Phil Steele

Villanova by 1

Only prior meeting was in the playoffs in 2016 when South Dakota St won 10-7 at home. South
Dakota St is the only unseeded team left in the FCS playoffs as they “upset” (were favored in
game) #4 seed Sacramento St last week. That saved #5 seed Villanova a cross country trip and
has the Wildcats hosting this week’s game. The Jackrabbits who spent last year’s playoffs hosting
3 playoffs games will need 3 straight road wins (have 1) to return to the FCS Championship for a
2nd straight season. Last week they were favored over Big Sky Champion Sacramento St, who
had avoided 3 of the other 4 Big Sky playoff teams in the regular season. SDSU led 24-0 with
1:43 left 2Q. They allowed a FG as time expired in the 1H & then were outscored 16-0 in the 2H
but held on to win 24-19. They were outgained 480-363 & out FD'd 28-19. QB Chris Oladokun
hit just 12 of 23 for 158 yds with a 0-0 ratio. Last week CAA Champ Villanova led Holy Cross 14-
0 at HT but were outscored 16-7 in the 2H. They were outgained 347-281 & out FD'd 23-14 as
QB Daniel Smith struggled hitting just 8 of 22 for 133 yds with a 0-0 ratio. South Dakota St has
the offensive edge avg 37.7 ppg (#8) & 440 ypg (#14) compared to Villanova avg just 30.8 ppg
(#33) & 380 ypg (#45). Villanova has the defensive edge allowing 15.2 ppg (#7) & 283 ypg
(#3), while SDSU is allowing 18.8 ppg (#15) & 344 ypg (#35). My computer has SDSt winning
27-26 and Villanova is +7 but my AGG and last 4 weeks AGG both have Villanova winning
outright. The Wildcats are at home with SDSt making a 2nd straight road trip and a long one at
that and I will call for Villanova to win outright.




Category

Team & Margin

Phil's Forecast:

Las Vegas Line

North Dakota St By 25.5

Las Vegas Total

49 Points

+ /- Ratings

North Dakota St By 22.0

Game Grade

North Dakota St By 20.8

Computer Yards

North Dakota St 473-277

Computer Points

North Dakota St 42-16

Phil Steele

First meeting. North Dakota St is 6-0 all time vs Southern Conference foes, while this is ETSU's
first game against a MVFC Foe. This is the Bison’s 12th straight FCS Quarterfinals. Last week the
7th seeded Buccaneers after leading Kennesaw St 17-7 early 3Q allowed 24 unanswered to trail
31-17 with 5:02 left. ETSU scored a td with 1:28 left, recovered the onside & scored a td with
:35 left. Down by 1 they went for the 2 pt conv & the win & got it for their fifth 4Q comeback
win of the season. QB Tyler Riddell did hit 22 of 35 for 238 yds & a 3-1 ratio despite being sacked
3 times. #2 seed NDSU dominated fellow MVFC member Southern Illinois last week, leading 24-
7 at HT & coasting to a 38-7 win. They finished with a with a 477-281 yd edge & and an
impressive 29-14 FD edge. The Bison rushed for 389 yds with 5 players rushing for 45 yds or
more led by RB TaMeril Williams with 112 (6.6 ypc, 2 td). These teams are close on the offensive
side. NDSU is avg 35.5 ppg (#11 FCS) & 436 ypg (#18), while ETSU is close behind avg 35.2 ppg
(#12) & 430 ypg (#20). The defensive side clearly favors the Bison as they lead the FCS in
Scoring defense (11.7 ppg) & #4 in total defense (264 ypg). ETSU is #27 in scoring defense
(22.3 ppg) & #67 in total defense (382 ypg). The Bison also rank #1 in the FCS in my Game
Grades while ETSU is #30 (NDSt by 21.6). This looks like a lopsided game and it should be as my
computer calls for NDSU to win 36-17. At the start of the year I picked North Dakota St to win it
all and my computer has they by 26 but the line is 26 so with East Tenn St a scrappy team I will
call this right around the number.

North Dakota St by 26

North Dakota St 42 East Tennessee St 16




Category

Team & Margin

Phil's Forecast:

Las Vegas Line

Sam Houston St By 7

Las Vegas Total

49 Points

+ /- Ratings

Sam Houston St By 16.0

Game Grade

Sam Houston St By 4.7

Computer Yards

Montana St 372-366

Computer Points

Sam Houston St 27-21

Phil Steele

Sam Houston won the only prior meeting 34-16 in the 2012 quarter finals. Returning FCS Champ &
#1 seed Sam Houston have now won 22 straight games. However, they had to fight for their playoff
lives last week against Incarnate Word as the lead changed 9 times. After trailing 14-10 2Q, the
Bearcats led 31-21 at HT. They fell behind 35-34 in 4Q & allowed UIW to tie the game at 42 with 7:50
left. After scoring a td with 2:07 left the defense stopped UIW at the SH 1 on 4th&goal with :08 left to
preserve the win. They were outgained 600-556 in a TO free game. QB Eric Schmid threw for 210
yds (45 rush) while RB Ramon Jefferson led with 166 rush (7.5, 2 td). #8 seed Montana St had their
own interesting week, as their former NC State transfer & starting QB Matthew Mckay went in the
transfer portal 2 days before their playoff game vs UT Martin. That had freshman QB Tommy Mellott
making his first career start in the playoff & did I mention the game was played in high winds. Mellott
hit just 8 of 20 for 51 yds but was the top rusher with 180 yds (7.8, 2 td). RB Isaiah Ifanse was close
behind with 176 rush (6.3, 1 td). Sam Houston has the offensive edge as they have the #3 scoring
(43.0 ppg) & #4 Total offense (496 ypg) while Montana St is #44 in scoring (28.9 ppg) & #29 in total
offense (411 ypg). The Bobcats however have the defensive edge. Montana St has the #2 scoring
(12.7 ppg) & # 8 total defense (272 ypg), while Sam Houston is #20 in scoring (19.6 ppg) & #36 in
total defense (345 ypg). The Bobcats have played a tougher schedule (#48-#68) and rank higher in
my game grades (#6-#10). While those factors and the fact that my computer only has Sam
Houston winning 27-22 as a 7 pt HF, would normally have me on board with the underdog Bobcats.
However, despite his impressive debut, it if hard to go with a freshman making his first road start
against the returning FCS Champions. My computer has it 27-21 but with the QB situation I will add
some points to that.

Sam Houston St by 13

Sam Houston St 30 Montana St 17




